for tractor and nontractor farms separately. COST OF PRODUCTION, 1923 AND 1924 In 
INCREASING PROFITS
Yield per acre is the factor exerting the greatest influence on the cost per unit of product, and is a factor of great importance in determining the profits from wheat farming. The available information on the yields of wheat for Sherman County is given in Table 25 . For the years of this study the average yields of wheat for the farms surveyed followed closely, the average county yields. In the production of any given crop a point will be reached beyond which an increase in the product will result in an increasing cost per unit of product.
In the case of wheat on these farms the cost groups do not indicate that the methods of production have resulted in an increasing cost per bushel. In 1921 the average yield on owned farms was 27.8 bushels per acre.
Fifty-seven per cent of these men had yields equal to or below the average of all owned farms. As in the case of cost per bushel, the yield of wheat was emphatically a deciding factor in determining the profits from these farms ( fig. 12) Harrowing winter wheat in the spring generally reduced yields.
The nine-year average yield of winter wheat at Moro was reduced 1 bushel per acre by spring harrowing. In three of these years an increased yield was obtained from the harrowed grain and in the other six years a decreased yield.
SUMMARY OF LABOR PRACTICES IN WHEAT PRODUCTION
The prevailing farm practice in Sherman County is to leave the land in fallow one year and follow with a crop of grain the succeeding year.
In the case of winter wheat the land is broken as early in the spring as practicable, and kept in a state of clean cultivation until seeding time in the fall. The tillage operations on summer fallow and in the preparation of a suitable seed bed were fairly uniform.
The chief implements used were the plow, disk harrow, weeder, and spike-tooth harrow. Harvesting with the combine was the most common prac- Ninety-four per cent of the total acreage was harvested in this manner, and 6 per cent was harvested with headers. Tractors were used on 35 per cent of the acreage that was cut with the combine. Twenty-seven per cent of the total production was marketed with motor trucks. -
